
1 

charge of a PT boat, 

commanded the Naval 

Communications Station 

United Kingdom in 

Thurso, Scotland, for 

three years, and the 

guided missile frigate 

USS MCINERNEY (FFG

-8) for two years, includ-

ing combat operations 

during Operation Desert 

Storm. Ashore, he 

earned two masters de-

grees, one from the Na-

val Postgraduate School 

in Monterey, Ca., and 

the other from the Naval 

War College in Newport, 

R.I.  

A 27-year Legionnaire, 

Hill is a life member and 

three-time post com-

mander of American 

Legion Post 316 in At-

lantic Beach, Fla., a 

member of the Sons of 

the American Legion 

Squadron 316 and a life 

member of Legion Rid-

ers Chapter 316. He at-

tended the National 

American Legion Col-

 Clarence Hill of Martins 

Ferry, Ohio, was elected 

national commander of 

the 2.5 million -member 

American Legion on 

Aug. 27, 2009 in Louis-

ville, Ky., during the 91st 

national convention of 

the nation's largest vet-

erans organization.  

 

He attended Buckeye 

Boys State in 1967 and 

was commissioned from 

the U. S. Naval Academy 

in 1972 having earned a 

Bachelor of Science De-

gree with a History ma-

jor.  

He served 19 of the next 

24 years on sea duty and 

retired in 1996 as a cap-

tain to Jacksonville, Fla., 

where he lives today. His 

afloat service included 

one frigate, two destroy-

ers, two cruisers, Cruiser

-Destroyer Group 12 in 

Mayport, Fla., and the 

Sixth Fleet in Gaeta, It-

aly.                                                                                                                

He served as officer-in-

lege in 2000 and was an 

instructor in 2001. He 

was department com-

mander for Florida from 

July 2002 to July 2003, 

achieving an all-time-

high in membership. He 

served for three years as 

the national chairman of 

the National and Home-

land Security Commis-

sion. He is married to 

the former Liz Robinson 

of Thurso, Scotland. 

They have three children 

and six grandchildren.  
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Greetings Legionnaires! 

 

I want to thank everyone who came to our second annual Post Picnic in September.  We had a great turn-

out and I saw many new faces (prospective members) which was great.  I especially want to thank everyone 

who worked so hard to help make this event successful.   A lot of work went into the preparation, serving 

and clean-up of this event, and it could not have happened without the dedication of many volunteers.  

Thank you! 

 

At our meeting this month itõs our annual District # 11 Officers Visitation.  I want to encourage all of you 

who can make it to come out and show our District 11 leadership what an active post we have here in the 

Valley.   

 

I also want to congratulate Rachel Johnston on becoming the new Unit # 79 Auxiliary President.  Rachel is 

energetic and enthusiastic about the Auxiliary and will do an outstanding job as President of our Unit.  Con-

gratulations Rachel! 

 

Believe it or not, Veterans Day is not that far off, and I want you to be thinking about the many activities 

you can participate in during November.  There is the annual Veterans Day Parade in Auburn (Saturday, 

November 7) and this year The American Legion is the featured organization and will lead off the parade.  

We will also be invited to participate in a number of Veterans Day school assemblies this year as well.  We 

had excellent participation from our Post last year, and I would like to encourage all of you can make it to 

these assemblies this year to do so.  Once we know the dates and times we will disseminate this informa-

tion to our membership.  Our Post meeting next month will be on Thursday, November 12 which is the 

day after Veterans Day and we are in the process of preparing a special program for that meeting.  More 

details will follow. 

 

In comradeship, 

 

Steven Fenton, Commander 

Home Phone:  (425) 396-6100 

Cell Phone: (253) 261-1010 

Email:  Commander@post79.org 

Website:  www.post79.org 
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